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Ricardo wins multi-year contract for 
Japanese Super Formula transmissions  
 

Ricardo is today announcing that it has secured a multi-year 

deal as the sole source of racing transmissions for the 

Japanese Super Formula series 

 

The Japanese Super Formula series consists of seven rounds of highly 

competitive racing among some of the most prestigious Japanese tracks. Under 

the terms of the contract announced today, Ricardo will provide an in-house 

designed, manufactured and assembled racing transmission from its Leamington 

Spa facility directly to Japan where it will be assembled into the racecar by each of 

the series’ competing teams.  

 

Mark Barge, Managing Director Ricardo Performance Products comments “We are 

delighted to announce our continued support of this prestigious racing series. 

Ricardo has a long standing relationship within Japanese Motorsport further 

underpinning our reputation for designing, manufacturing and assembling high 

performance, racing transmissions combining technology and quality to provide 

highly competitive and highly durable transmission solutions to our partners 

around the world.” 

 

Super Formula – formerly known as Formula Nippon – is the top level of single-

seater racing in Japan. Formula Nippon evolved from the Japanese Formula 2000 

series began in 1973 by way of the Japanese Formula Two and Japanese 

Formula 3000 championships. For the most part, the Japanese racing series have 
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closely followed their European counterparts in terms of technical regulations, but 

there have been some important exceptions. 

 

The Japanese Super Formula car weighs 650kg and will be powered by two litre, 

inline, four cylinder, direct injection turbo engines with a six-speed, semi-

automatic, longitudinal transmission. It also has the drag reduction system feature 

as in Formula 1. 

 

Ricardo designs and manufactures racing transmissions for the world’s foremost 

racing series, including Formula 1, WRC, Indycar, Super Formula, World Series by 

Renault, World Endurance Championship, 24 Heures du Mans and many others. 

For more information on Ricardo’s capabilities within Motorsport and High 

Performance Vehicles, please contact motorsport@ricardo.com.  

 

Ends 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, 
technology, project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With 
almost a century of delivering value through technology, our client list includes the world's 
major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy 
companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values of 
respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to achieve 
sustainable growth and commercial success. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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